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From My RockñBear Encouter  
By Don Bennett 

 

This story is from another time and 
another place. But it was exciting to 
live and is fun to retell. The black bear 
in the story below was so close I could 
have reached out and patted his nose as 
he passedðI did not! 

Any trip to the bush in search of the 
wily whitetail deer can produce unex-
pected sights and encounters. This trip 
did not disappoint. It was our annual 
weekend at the Bailey cottage in Center 
Ossipee and opening weekend of the 
deer season. 

Some of the guys stayed at camp where 
it was warm and dry this drizzly, dreary 
November Saturday afternoon. 

There was still enough snow remaining 
from the storm on Wednesday to betray 
the passing of the deer and moose 
across the cutoff and up the steep side 
hill toward the ridge running parallel to 
Dan Hole Pond on the far side. 

Adding my size 12 boot track to the 
array from various four footed crea-
tures, I climbed to within sight of the 
top of the ridge, selected a large hem-
lock tree with a clear view of the cutoff 
below and with some cover and decided 
this was the spot to wait for a passing 
deer. 

From the east a breeze blew cool in my 
face as I settled to a sitting position 
with the hemlock as a backrest. The 
ground was about as wet as a sponge 
just lifted from a bucket of water and 
not yet wrung out. Melting snow was 
dripping from every twig and every 
needle of every tree. But with my rub-
ber bottom boots, full (brilliant orange) 

rain suit and hood over my wool hunt-
ing cap and lined cotton gloves pro-
tecting my hands, I was really quite 
comfortable. Besides, being in the 
midst of the peace and beauty of God 
creation brings one closer to Him and 
a joy to the heart that all but cancels 
any discomforts the body might be 
sensing. 

It was about three oôclock and I had 
decided to sit and watch here until 
dusk or until thoughts of the warm 
wood stove and the pending traditional 
spaghetti feed back at the camp con-
vinced me it was the end of the hunt 
for another day. 

Suddenly a bear! Almost flowing like 
a swell on a rolling sea, its heavy 
black coat rippling over its supple 
body filled out with the stored fat pre-
paring it for the winter hibernation. It 
was coming straight across the flat of 

the cutoff directly toward the ridge and 
my hemlock tree, traveling at an easy 
loping gait. Then it turned slightly to its 
right, approaching the foot of the slope 
where I had climbed about an hour ear-
lier. It disappeared then, just below my 
line of vision and my anticipation grew 
as the bear moved ever closer. The ca-
dence in my chest increased to about 
double as I watched and waited the few 
seconds it would take to reappearðif it 
did at all. 

Would my scent betray me? No, the 
wind was toward me. Had it seen me? 
Probably not since the light was poor 
and I was higher than the bear and very 
still. Would I shoot at it with my 32-40? 
No, the law changed this year and the 
season is not yet open. 

There it is now 
moving to my 
right excitingly 
close. Then sud-
denly a change of 
direction back to 
my left and still 
ascending the 
slope on a diago-
nal. And then 
another change 
of direction back 
to its original 
trackðstraight 
toward the top of 
the ridge, my 
hemlock and me! 
Now my heart 
was thumping 
front and back of 

my rib cage. If I had been standing my 
knees would have begun to lose the 
ability to support my body weight and 
my vision had narrowed to little more 
than a vertical slit. 

continued on page 4 
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Library Events in Nelson  
 
Every Saturday 10 a.m. to 11a.m.  
Coffee hour with pleasant conversation 
 
Every Thursday  
Volunteer Group 3 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
Knitting Group 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. 
 
Every 1st Saturday  
Nelson History Moment 11 a.m. 
 
Every 1st Monday  
Cookbook Book Group 11:30 a.m.  
 
Monday November 21st   
Book Discussion Group 10:30 a.m. 
The book is Longitude: The True Story 
of a Lone Genius Who Solved the 
Greatest Scientific Problem of His 
Time by Dava Sobel. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LIBRARY NEWS 

S 
aturday, November 12, 11 a.m. 
Hiking and Travel with Kids: The 
Adventures of Buffalo and Tough 

Cookie is a memoir/trail book of travel 
author Dan Szczesny's one year bonding 
225-mile journey with his foster daugh-
ter when she was nine yeas old. They 
tackled one of our state's least known, 
but most beautiful mountain lists, called 
the 52 With a View. Later, Dan took his 
ten-month-old daughter overseas on an 
epic journey to India and Turkey. Join 
Dan for a journey from the White Moun-
tains to Istanbul with a slide show about 
how to get kids started, how to keep 
them safe and happy on the road.  

Dan is a long time author, journalist and 
editor living in Manchester, NH. He's 
written for a wide variety of regional 
and national publications including the 
Buffalo Spree, Pennsylvania Magazine 
and the Huffington Post. He has pub-
lished four books, including his latest 
Mosquito Rain: Alaskan Travel Essays 
and will be spending 2017 working in 
The White Mountains on a book on the 
cultural and social history of Mount 
Washington.  
 
For more information call the library 
at  847-3214 or email  
library@townofnelson.com   
 

MONADNOCK 
FOLKLORE  

SOCIETY NEWS 
ïBy Lisa Sieverts 

 

Contra Dances 
 
Monday dances 8 to 10:30 p.m.  
Nelson Town Hall, $3.00 
 
Christmas Night 
December 25th, 8 to 9:30 p.m. Free. 
Bring a dessert for the potluck. 

 
Concerts 
 
Cricket Tell the Weather brings 
Bluegrass to the Nelson Town Hall on 
Thursday, November 17. Join us for 
this NYC bandôs unique brand of mu-
sic blending the songwriterôs voice 
and the pulse of a string band. The 
concert starts at 7:30 p.m., admission 
is $15/$12 (senior, student, or in ad-
vance) 
 
Solstice Party 
Saturday, December 17th,  at 7:00 
p.m. $5.00 
 
Check monadnockfolk.org for more 
information and ticket sales. 
 

Scholarship 
 
Applications for the Johnny Trombly 
Memorial Scholarship are accepted 
between January 1st and March 15th, 
2017. The scholarship provides up to 
$500 for students to use for music 
lessons, mentoring, music and dance 
camps, etc., related to traditional New 
England contra dance performance. 
The money is intended to be used di-
rectly for fees related to these opportu-
nities, not for music, instruments, or 
other tangible items. More information 
is available at  monadnockfolk.org/?
page_id=12. 

 

Our library had its origin in 1824 in a 

Literary Society, composed of thirty-two 

men of the town. In 1824 and ó25 the 

town voted to purchase books. 

The library was first located in Charles 

Atwoodôs store with Mrs. Lydia Atwood 

as librarian. After Mr. Atwoodôs death, 

November 7, 1882, it was moved into 

two small cupboards in Lydiaôs kitchen. 

When Homer Priest owned the store the 

books went back to the store shelves. 

About a year and a half later the store 

burned, but through the heroic efforts of 

Mrs. Melville and a few others, most of 

the library was saved and moved to a 

small room in the Town Hall. 

-From A History of Nelson New Hamp-

shire edited by Parke Hardy Struthers 
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